GENERAL RULES AND TEAM GUIDELINES
THE TEAM
A team must consist of only full-time students in grades nine through twelve from the same high school and can include up to sixty members.

Each team member must compete in all of the events and is consequently eligible for individual medals.  Only nine scores count for the team standing in the competition.  Per event, the top three honor scores, the top three scholastic scores, and the top three varsity scores will be used.

Schools may change the members of their teams for each competition.  Students may participate in as many competitions as they choose.  We encourage you to bring those students who are most involved.  The experience is one that will help them grow academically, personally, and socially. 

The scrimmages are a primer to the PAAD® regional and state competitions.  Membership in Pennsylvania Academic Decathlon® is a requirement of the Scrimmage League.  Participation in the PAAD® is one that students have found exciting and of course, quite beneficial.  Also, most colleges look very favorably upon a student’s curricular achievement as well as their extra-curricular achievement especially if it is academic in nature.

CODE OF CONDUCT
As in any competition, students AND coaches are expected to behave in a mature and responsible manner and to maintain respect for the program and its goals.  The competition officials have the right to disqualify and or remove any student or coach who displays inappropriate or un-sportsmanlike behavior.  The competition official’s decision will be final.  *Refer to the code of conduct on the reverse of the student permission form.
The competition schedules have been re-vamped to allow for additional time during speech and interview, so as not to cause any backlog problems during tests.  As a result, there are time gaps in some areas of the schedules.  Schedules WILL NOT BE ADJUSTED to accommodate students arriving late or leaving early.
Unless proctoring a test, ALL COACHES ARE EXPECTED TO BE WITH THEIR STUDENTS AT ALL TIMES traveling to and from events!  It is your responsibility to keep your team quiet and under control, especially while waiting in the hallway outside testing rooms!  Please do your best to cover them during speech and interview.  Once you deliver them to the speech and interview area proctors, please allow them to escort the students to their assigned rooms.  If other coaches are not in the area of their team or are not policing their students properly, please say something to quiet them down.  If any students are unruly or do not abide by your attempts to quiet them, please find Michelle.  Students who are incapable of controlling themselves may be asked to wait outside the building until their testing room is available.  **Remind students of the code of conduct they signed and that they can be dismissed for being a behavior problem!  Again, any problems contact Michelle!

CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONICS 

Cell phones and any portable electronic devices are prohibited in any testing area, including super quiz relay.  If a student chooses to disregard this policy and uses either of these devices during any component of the competition, the item will be confiscated and the student will have forfeited that test score and possibly their entire performance for that competition.  
STARTING & STOPPING TESTS 

If a proctor determines that a student has failed to stop when instructed to do so or has started before being instructed to do so, the student will receive a score of zero for that event. 
CHANGING CLOTHES 

So as not to hold up or miss a testing event, students are not permitted to change clothes between speech/interview and testing.  If it is found out that a student is late to a test because they stopped to change, that student will NOT BE PERMITTED to take that test.  There is no reason that students cannot wait until their lunch period or after the competition to change clothes, if allowed by their coach.  Our schedule is tight enough without having to accommodate late students for frivolous reasons.  

STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 

Participants and coaches are required to comply with the above rules and those stated in the Code of Conduct.  Failure to adhere to these rules may, at the discretion of the competition coordinator, result in the disqualification of the participant and/or his/her team.  Participants will uphold the highest standards of honesty and integrity while participating in the academic competition.
